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Buckhorn Plantain Plantago lanceolata L. 

 

Classification and Description 

Buckhorn plantain, also known as English plantain, narrow-
leaved plantain, and ribwort plantain, is an erect cool-season 
perennial plant that is a member of the plantain family 
(Plantaginaceae). It may be confused with the similar species 
broadleaf plantain (Plantago major L.) or blackseed plantain 
(Plantago rugelii Dcne.), but these plants have much wider 
leaves. Buckhorn plantain is native to Europe and can be 
found throughout Tennessee in cultivated areas, hay fields, 
pastures and roadsides. The plant often acts like an annual 
herb and the seed leaves are linear and grasslike. Older 
leaves are linear to lanceolate, 2 to 12 inches long, 1/4 to 2 
inches wide and have three to five prominent veins (Fig. 1). 
They form a basal rosette and may be smooth or pubescent 
(Fig. 2). Stems are erect, up to 2 feet tall, and topped with a 
dense spike inflorescence (Fig. 3). The flower heads are up 
to 4 inches long with tiny white to brown flowers. Fruits are 
an ellipsoidal capsule each containing two seeds that are 
black, boat-shaped, and 2 to 3 mm wide. Roots are slender 
and fibrous from a taproot (Fig. 4). 

 

Problems in Pastures and Hay Fields 

Although buckhorn plantain is not toxic to cattle and some-
what palatable, it can increase in density over time and com-
pete with desirable forages. Older plants can become highly 
drought-tolerant due to the long taproot. Also, plants can 
regenerate from the taproot even when cut off at or below the 
soil surface. Due to its persistence and short growth habit, 
buckhorn plantain can become well established and difficult 
to control in pastures. 

Fig. 2. Rosette growth form. 

Fig. 4. Fibrous roots from a taproot. Fig. 1. Leaves can have various lengths, but all have prominent ribs. 

Fig. 3. Terminal flower spikes on stems. 
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